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back membership of the House was only 144,
while the Democrats had 149 members j and so
the organization of that body was effected
without the aid of the Q-reenbackers,00 who cast
their votes for Hendrick B. Wright for Speak-
er. James A. Ofarfield was the Republican
candidate; and Samuel J. Randall, the success-
ful Democratic nominee.

In the committee assignments General
"Weaver received appointments upon the com-
mittee on elections and the committee on
expenditures in the Treasury Department.100
It was evident from the first that his position
in Congress must depend entirely upon his
personality and ability unaided by party affili-
ations and seriously handicapped by his con-
nection with an independent or third party. A
member of a minority of a minority had little
chance for a display of his ability, and little
hope of recognition upon his merits.

General Weaver's first speech was made on
April 4,1879, in the debate in the committee of
the whole upon the army appropriation bill with
special reference to the use of Federal troops
at elections in the South. The debate was a
continuation of a controversy which had arisen
in the preceding Congress and involved par-
ticularly a discussion of the new policy in re-
gard to the South. It had been the occasion
for the failure of the last Congress to enact the